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A Letter in May
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what single influence most made 'him’ accept the high position.

The "“concerns on the Beaver Dam" was his home, Beall's Pleasure,
now owned by Mrs., Amna C, Rogers,. rBecky” was his_wife, Rebececa -
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to refuse, I hate -0office-~-have ino:desire for fancies, or real
importance--I wish to.spend my life in retirement, and ease without
bustle of any kind., Yet it seems cowardly, at such=astimésasCthis,
Yo refuse an important and highly'responsible appointment. And at
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ALl this would require some. of your time--and some attention.
I know 1f you would take 1t pll=-it would serve be to serve me--
but ta have a proper tie wpon’your'conscience to glve the attention

required I should insist on'your regeivingz all - f_ |
45 5a0an g °§h§rlpr°du§t3hg{iﬁg é;:p,i.’b.,cg?. ing a.ll .thei"‘fn‘?ne,‘f for the..
I dont believe I shall go, if you would undertake thie—_hut
most assurely I shall not 1% you wily nog. L oortake $his--but
| If I do I mean to have, thé bricks made at Bladensburg--and to
“have the fourth gable endf:;‘tp.,kenf':down;.a'nd rebuilt, and add a room
to the house--but I shall 'no%, he in, so.much hurry %o do this--but
merely have prepared againgt my, return, After 2-1/2 years bustle,
both Becky (who is not. ala:.;fqied,at'thg; society at Phil,) nor myself,
shall . be fond enough of”spending. the rest of our +timés in. tranquil-
1ty ia% - Bladensburg.. . i wed itviie b i AR aE R e e
: S B nGus Lo %80, yours sincerely, -
o 2o)Ben ' Stoddert -
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Sunday

I must determine by. tomorrow.stage. I.send then for your answer.

I am not today so adverse to going as'I was yesterday, But I think
going impossible, -
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- ~--Submitted by William Aleshire and John Brennan, who perform-
ed the difficult.job of translating Stoddert's handwriting into
typescript copy. The letter is from the Library of Congress Manu-
script Division, -George: We<-Campbell papers, -‘AC9903; “Mr, Aleshire
‘18 doing the research to nominate Beall's Pleasure to the National
Register of Historic Places.’!More news on this.project next month.
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~ .The following item,:submitted by Ted Bissell, ‘is taken from
a recently published booklet-from the American Forestry Association.
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| = '. _The+Duval Pecans (Maryland) . = . |
- “About 1784; .Thomas ‘Jefferson: presented Gabriel Duvall (1752-
1844) of Maryland:some pecan seedlings (Carya - ). The
trees were planted.at Duvall's: éstate "Marietta™in Prince George's
County. - ‘This'estate, nowiin.the ¢ommunity of Glenn Dale, was ﬁrt
of the original land grant.by King.Charles“l of England to Cec
Calvert, second Lord:Baltimore, dnc1632. Duvall was a member -of
Congress; comptroller of the Treasury under ‘President Thomas Jeffer-
son for nine years, and an associate justice of the U,S, ‘Supreme
Court for 24 years-(1812<1835), . * | kv s
"At Marietta,.built . in the<1780's many distinguished visitors
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;‘Iverg entertained, including-Presidents Washington, Jefferson, and
adison., e s ;

"Seven of the pecans are still living. They stand in front of 1
the original entrance of the manor house on Bell Station Road and

vary in diameter from three to four feet at breast height., The
property is now owned and maintained by the Maryland Capital Park
and Planning Commission." - .
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